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¢ This covers all pink, purple and blue flowered members of the Daisy family. 
e In a daisy, each edge ray is an individual flower specialised into a ray, and the yellow centre a tight disc of many 
minute 4- or 5-petalled flowers (see Blue Fleabane pic 2). In some the rays are absent (the outer flowers are not 
specialised) (see e.g. thistles), and in others the flowers are all rays with no central area of ordinary flowers (see e.g. 
Chicory). The rays often have 5 teeth (or 3) showing their origin as petals joined seamlessly together (see Chicory). 


Section Chooser 


Rays only, bluish 
* Stalked heads 


CT / ( horiut 1) 
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* Unstalked heads 


Broad ‘ leaves, | hooked flower 
bases/ fruits 


Unspiny, flower base of frilly 
scales, rays often forked 


Onepiny: flower base of 
simple scales, rays simple 
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Hemp-Agrimonies (Eupatorium) 


Hemp-Agrimony - Occasional: Kirliston (disused rail line north); Gogarburn. 


Distinctive. The leaves (4) are divided into 3-5 parts. 


Eupatorium cannabinum 


Butterburs (Petasites) 


¢ The flowers arise before the leaves (except Winter Heliotrope), the floral stem has large leafy 
scales, the leaves are whitish under. Compare Coltsfoot's stem and leaves (with yellow flowers). 


Common Butterbur - Frequent in dampish ground by paths or streams: Canal path past Gogarmuir 
bridge; Newbridge; Hermiston; Wester Hailes, Clifton, Kirkliston. 


The leaves are irregularly edged and the leaf base is an untidy overlapping-gap. These are male flowers, I've not spotted female flowers occurring in 


the region. 


Petasites hybridus 


White Butterbur - Rare: Kirkliston (Pepper Wood). 


White flowers, the leaf edges are rather neat and angular, base gap fairly neat and narrow to overlapping. The flowers in Pepper Wood are male (2), 
female flowers (3) pictured from past Linlithgow. It's well worth giving the wood a visit at the right time for this spectacle! 


UG = 4 2s Tt 


Petasites albus 


Winter Heliotrope - Patches here and there: Norton Quarry Field (entrance and exit paths), 
Kirkliston (Pepper Wood). 


The leaves arise with the flowers not after, and are rounded with a neat wide base gap. Under the leaf is a little whitish or greenish. 


Petasites pyrenaicus = Petasites fragrans 


Chicory (Cichorium) 
Chicory - Casual: Baird Road (opp Cement Works) 2016. 


The flowers (except the tip ones) have no stalks (3). If they are stalked, see the following. 
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Cichorium intybus 


Blue Sowthistles (Cicerbita) 


Blue Sowthistle - Patches here and there: Canalside near Gasworks (much more extensive before 
development), Baird Rd (beside housing), Ratho Station (Station Road top path eastwards), Currie 
(Kirkgate, Harlaw Road). 


The blue flowers are well-stalked (1). The lowest leaves (4) are broad and have a basal gap, the stem leaves (5) clasp the stem. 


Cicerbita macrophylla 


Lettuces (Lactuca / Mulgedium) 
Siberian Lettuce - Established Escapee: Ratho (Main St). 


The leaves are long and narrow and unlobed. An attractive escaper at one spot. 
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Lactuca sibirica = Mulgedium sibirica 


Daisy Types (Yellow Centres) 


Asters (Symphyotrichum = Aster) 
¢ An difficult group due to hybridisation. This section will be improved in future. 


Late/Changing Michaelmas Daisy - Occasionally met. 


The bracts at the flower base (3) are of different sizes and fall in a sequence not curling out, usually all pale edged to the tips. The flowers change 


colour from white to lilacy. The leaves are a darkish green (2) and often somewhat broad and clasping (4) the stem. 
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Symphyotrichum x versicolor (laevis x novi-belgii) 


Confused Michaelmas Daisy - Frequently met (e.g. canalside). 
The bracts at the flower base (3) are of similar length and usually peel away, with the tips of the lower ones tending to be an unmargined strong 
green. The leaves (4) 
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Symphyotrichum novi-belgii 


Common Michaelmas Daisy - Expected... 

| didn't have any convincing photos of this, but it is similar to Confused but with the bracts at the 
flower base not peeling away (except at the tips) and the leaves a less dark green, with flowers 
smaller. One to add in the future! 


Symphyotrichum x salignus 


Fleabanes (Erigeron) 


Blue Fleabane - Rare: Hillwood Quarry (NE end). 


Distinctive 


Erigeron acris 


Seaside Fleabane - Established Escapee: the old grounds before the new surgery was built there; 


some walls near gardens. 
Distinctive. Before the surgery was built, this plant had spread quite extensively into the area from a nearby garden. Unfortunately | didn't take a 
photo so these are from walls close by. 


Erigeron glaucus 


Burdocks (Arctium) 
¢ Recognisable by their hooked fruiting heads and large leaves. 


Wood Burdock - Widespread. 


the flowers not or little exceeding the hooks surrounding. 


Flower heads (3) cluster into a tight clump, 
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Arctium nemorosum 


Lesser Burdock - Occasional. Old records from Ratho itself. 


Flowers form more of a line (1,2,3) than clumping as a bunch (though they may do) and the flowers (3) significantly exceed the spines. (Pic 2 from 


Newhailes, I've not specifically noticed it in Ratho but it has been recorded here.) 
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Arctium minus 


Knapweeds & Cornflowers (Centaurea) 


Black Knapweed - Widespread (e.g. canalside path). 


Fairly distinctive with its purple flowers, usually narrow leaves (1) and the sides of the flower heads are rather "chaffy" brown (5). It usually has no 


spreading edge rays (3) but sometimes does (5). 
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Centaurea nigra 


Greater Knapweed - Rare: Riccarton (beside irrigation stream); Wester Hailes canalside (natural- 
planting); Gogar (old records). 


Purple flowers (2) always rayed, leaves (5) broad and well-divided. When in flower the bases of the flower heads (3) are rather round and often 
noticeably greenish. 
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Centaurea scabiosa 


Perennial Cornflower - Here and there, either planted or escaped, sometimes covering areas 
(Community Woods, track to EICA, canalside nr Moorings, Craigie Hill (roadside), and further afield. 


Distinctive with its longish broad leaves, the flowers (1-4) are rayed and usually bluey-purple but may be pale (5). 


Centaurea montana 


Cornflower - Sporadic Escape (Freelands Way development, Craigpark Quarry, top of EICA). 


Distinctive with its narrowish leaves (4) and broad flower edge rays (2). Usually bright blue but may be pale purple (5). Often seen escaped from 


Centaurea cyanus 


Thistles (Carduus & Crispum) 


¢ Most thistles here have spiny parts on the flower heads, stems or leaves. However note the 
Melancholy Thistle which lacks spines, but has rather hardened scales at the flower bases. 


Carduus 


Welted Thistle - Patchy: Canalside at moorings, top of EICA (lots), Hillwood Quarry, old Gasworks, 
Wilkieston Road. 


Distinguished by the long projecting narrow spines of the flowerheads (3), which often point somewhat upwards, and spiny-winged stems. The plant 


is often quite open and gappy (1) but may be quite tight (5). 


Carduus crispus 


Slender Thistle - Very Rare: Ratho (old records), Gogar (recent record). 

Avery spiny thistle on all parts (1,4), distinctive for its clustered rosy-pink flower heads (2,3) that are quite slim, with a flower base (3) of sharp- 
pointed broad scales. 
eee eh 


Carduus tenuiflorus 


Cirsium 
Creeping Thistle - Widespread on disturbed ground and track sides. 


Distinguished by the stems being spineless (1,2) but the leaves spiny. The flower heads (3) lack spines, are well stalked, and not tacky when 
squeezed. 
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Cirsium arvense 


Marsh Thistle - Common in damp spots (particularly Norton Quarry field & Field W of cement 
works). 


The flowerheads (3) are spineless and tacky when sequeezed, often little-stalked (forming tight clusters or lines) and the stem (2) spiny. There is 
often a purplish tinge (4) to the leaves. The flowers are often white (5) sometimes forming large areas of white ones (5) (such as the field W of the 
cement works). The white and purple ones can form rather attractive intermediate rosy colours. 


MK 


Cirsium palustre 


Spear Thistle - Widespread in a variety of open or semi-open habitats. 


The flower heads (1,3) are rather globular (sometimes oval) with (like Welted) short to medium projecting spines (2,3). The leaf ends (2) are usually 
long and narrow like spears. The stems are bristly but not spiny-winged (unlike Welted). Sometimes you get pale or white flowered ones. 
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Cirsium vulgare 


Melancholy Thistle - Rare: Linhouse Glen. 


An unspiny thistle (5), with the large clusters of flower heads on long bare stalks (1,4), and the flower heads having scaly bases (3). 
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Cirsium heterophyllum 


Brook Thistle - Gardens (included as a lookalike for above). 


Although not wild (it can escape), this attractive thistle is sometimes grown, and looks like Melancholy Thistle above. 
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Cirsium rivulare 


Globe Artichoke - Rare Casual: Craigpark Quarry during development (2016). 


Distinctive. The plant found in Craigpark Quarry was at the leafy stage (4,5), so the flowers of a cultivated one are also shown here. 
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Cynara cardunculus 


Cotton Thistle - Rare Casual: Ratho (old record, 1973). 


Distinctive. This photo stands in for the absence of a photo of the 1973 plant. 
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Onopordum acanthium 


Extinct 


Mountain Everlasting - Extinct: Used to be found in Dalmahoy and was still present on Kaimes Hill 
in 1934. 


This photo by Henripekka Kallio is from Wikipedia. 


Antennaria dioica 


